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ACCREDITATION STATEMENT

ABOUT THE AMERICAN MEDICAL MARIJUANA PHYSICIANS ASSOCIATION  
(AMMPA)

2018 Annual Conference

October 12-14, 2018

Hilton Orlando Lake Buena Vista | Orlando, FL

This activity has been planned and implemented in 
accordance with the accreditation requirements and 
policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint 
providership of the Dade County Medical Association and 
the American Medical Marijuana Physicians Associations. 
The Dade County Medical Association is accredited by the 

Florida Medical Association to provide continuing medical 
education for physicians. 

The Dade County Medical Association designates this 
live activity for a maximum of 18.5 AMA PRA Category 
1 Credits™. Physicians should claim only the credit 
commensurate with the extent of their participation in  
the activity.

The American Medical Marijuana Physicians Association 
is a membership driven association, focusing on providing 
physicians with the resources they need to safely and 
effectively utilize medical marijuana recommendations as 
an alternative treatment modality for their patients. Based 
out of Florida, AMMPA serves as a physician advocate 
helping to outline practice risks and benefits, educational 

requirements, compliance issues, and aggregates its 
members to allow for a unified voice representing all 
physicians currently interested in cannabinoid medicine. 
Our members are leaders in Florida that provide expertise 
to the public regarding research, education, speaking 
engagements, seminars, and industry recommendations.
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WELCOME

As course director for 2018 Annual Conference and President 
of the American Medical Marijuana Physicians Association 
(AMMPA), I would like to welcome each and every one of you to 
this year’s conference.

We are committed to outreach locally, and nationally on topics 
that affect you, your practice, and your patients. We strive to bring 
together an incredible faculty of thought leaders, and conference 
attendees who are our colleagues and friends who truly want to 

improve the science, patient outcomes, and quality of care. We hope to bring discussions 
and presentations on the best that science has to offer, and we encourage feedback and 
recommendations to make the program truly what it sets out to be.

The AMMPA Annual Conference provides an opportunity to network with like-minded 
physicians from around the world that are also valued members of the American Medical 
Marijuana Physicians Association. We have a full two and half days of educational 
presentations, networking, and panel discussions with thought-leaders researching and 
utilizing medical cannabis to improve the health of their patients.  

I sincerely appreciate the input and energy invested in this conference by our board 
members, planning committee, scientific education committee, faculty members, and 
conference staff in an effort to continue to make this program educational, informative, 
enlightening, and most of all, fun. Thank you for sharing your time, energy, and intellect 
with us this weekend, and we look forward to sharing this time with you for many years to 
come.

	 Sincerely,

	 Orlando Florete Jr., M.D. 
	 President and Co-founder
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Dr. Hashim is regarded by his colleagues and clients as the leader in the Florida Medical 
Marijuana industry and considered the pioneer in this complicated field, he has been 
active with cannabis since it’s inception and his presentations are engaging and thought 
provoking. Speaking at numerous medical conferences, he is changing the way we view 
cannabis and influencing the industry as a whole.  

Orlando G. Florete, Jr, MD, has received numerous scholarships and awards, among them 
the Winthrop Stearns Scholarship Award and the Community Service Award from the 
Department of Anesthesiology at the University of Florida College of Medicine. In 2011,  
Dr. Florete was recognized by the International Association of Anesthesiologists as one of 
the Leading Physicians of the World.

Dr. Lora Brown has nearly two decades of experience in interventional pain management. 
She understands what people face on a daily basis when they are living with chronic 
pain. She is a respected advocate for medical cannabis, particularly in place of opioid 
medication. She has served on the Drug Policy Advisory Council, working to establish 
regulations to prevent the abuse of opioid painkillers.

Medical Marijuana…Past Present and Future
Mark Hashim, M.D.
Board Certified by the American Board of Medical Specialties
Member, Society of Cannabis Clinicians

Medical Marijuana Pharmacology
Orlando Florete Jr, M.D.
Jacksonville, FL

Understanding the Endocannabinoid System
Medical Marijuana and Cancer
Lora L. Brown, M.D. 
Access Marijuana RX, Medical Director,  St Petersburg, FL

MEETING SPEAKERS
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MEETING SPEAKERS

Dr. McDowell is Medical Director of Integrated Pain Solutions. His areas of expertise 
include Urology, Anesthesiology, Pain Management, and Patient Safety. He has served 
as an instructor at The University of Ohio for both the Department of Urology and the 
Department of Surgery. He has also served as the Director of Sabine Urology Outpatient 
Clinic and the Chief of Urology at Brackenridge Hospital in Austin, TX. Dr. McDowell 
has been involved in breakthrough research at the Gynecology Clinic of the Southwest 
Foundation for Research and Development, and at the Department of Cell Biology at The 
University of Texas’ M.D. Anderson Cancer Center

Dr. Lawton Tang is an award winning plastic surgeon from the American Society of 
Plastic Surgery and Plastic Surgery Educational Foundation and was recognized with the  
First Place Award in Body Contouring Mentoring at the Breast and Body Symposium at 
Dallas Texas.  He is a published author of multiple journals and textbooks and has been 
named Los Angeles “Top Docs”, Patients’ Choice Award, and 2010 Compassionate Doctor 
Recognition Award.  Dr. Tang started his medical training at State University of New York.  
After winning several awards and research grants he relocated to Mount Sinai in  Miami 
to train in General Surgery and Trauma Critical Care.    He attended the University of 
Pittsburg, completing an Aesthetics Breast and Body Contouring Fellowship and served 
as clinical instructor in their Department of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery.   He 
then completed another Plastic and Reconstructive Fellowship at MCG, allowing him to 
complete his surgical training from five academic institutions of excellence. 
In addition to his practice, Dr. Tang teaches surgeons in training from Huntington 
Memorial Hospital and University of Southern California.  He continues to publish his 
research in many of the top plastic surgery journals, including articles and book chapters 
in the Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery and Cosmetic Surgery periodicals.  Dr. Tang 
continues to contribute to the body of literature of biomaterials being designed for skin, 
bone, and nerve regeneration, with a strong focus on polymeric materials, both native and 
synthetic.  

Medical Versus Recreational Marijuana 
2018 Update on the State of Medical Marijuana in the United States 
Gladstone McDowell, M.D .   
Columbus, OH

The Business of Medical Marijuana for Physicians in 2018
Lawton Tang, M.D.  
Pasadena, CA
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MEETING SPEAKERS

Elizabeth “Liz” Shaw is a founding partner of RezLegal, LLC. Liz is Board Certified as a 
Specialist in Health Law by the Florida Bar Association. She also is a Registered Nurse 
and a licensed Health Care Risk Manager in the State of Florida. 

Liz represents licensed healthcare providers, clinical laboratories, compounding 
pharmacies, executives and marketing representatives in government investigations and 
enforcement actions for allegations of healthcare fraud and violations of the Federal False 
Claims Act, Civil Monetary Penalty Law, the Stark Law and the Federal Anti-Kickback 
Statute. 

Liz helps clients conduct internal and independent investigations, conduct witness 
interviews, prepare investigative reports, establish compliance programs, respond to 
government audits, respond to requests for information, respond to search warrants, 
subpoenas, civil investigative demands (CIDs), craft defense strategies and procedural 
and substantive arguments to government allegations and comply with the requirements 
of OIG Corporate Integrity Agreements. 

Liz is skilled in solving complex regulatory issues and helping companies develop and 
implement best practices designed to proactively protect their businesses and mitigate 
the risk of healthcare fraud and abuse.

Liz has extensive experience in analyzing and structuring complex health care 
arrangements to comply with federal and state regulatory laws and state licensing laws.

Liz combines her legal expertise with her extensive experience in nursing, risk 
management and the health care industry to provide clients with advice on a broad 
range of regulatory legal matters, including facility licensure, pain management clinics, 
urine drug testing, medical marijuana, physician disciplinary cases, medical staff issues, 
physician office operational issues and HIPAA audits and compliance.

Legal Aspects of Medical Marijuana - A National Overview 
Elizabeth D. Shaw, Esq.
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL
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Dr. Lipnick has practiced Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation with SIMEDHealth in 
Gainesville, Florida since 1995. He is a Fellow of The American Board of PM&R, The 
American Board of Neuromuscular & Electro-diagnostic Medicine, and he holds added 
qualification in Pain Medicine by the American Board of Anesthesia.  He completed 
medical school at Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis, internship in 
Internal Medicine at Albert Einstein College of Medicine in New York, and residency 
in Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation at the Thomas Jefferson University Hospital in 
Philadelphia. 

Dr. Lipnick joined a 3-physician group practice in 1995, and since that time, he has 
worked to establish a medical corporation, now with more than 130 providers working in 
8 cities in North Central Florida.  He has served on the Board of Directors of Southeastern 
Integrated Medicine.  He is the past President of the Tri-County Health Alliance, and he 
serves as Member at Large to the Alachua County Medical Society.  He currently serves as 
President Elect of the Florida Society of Interventional Pain Physicians.  

Dr. Lipnick is a member of the American Academy of PM&R, American Society 
of Interventional Pain Physicians, Florida Medical Association, Florida Society of 
Interventional Pain Physicians, and he is committed to the advancement of pain medicine.  
He speaks locally, nationally and internationally.

Dr. Marcotte is a Professor of Psychiatry, Co-Director of the Center for Medicinal Cannabis 
Research, and Center Manager of the HIV Neurobehavioral Research Center. He also 
served as the Director of Mental Health for the UCSD Owen HIV Clinic, and Co-Director 
of CHARTER, a national multi-site study of the CNS impact of treatments for HIV. 
Dr. Marcotte received his B.A. from UCSD, M.A. from the University of Connecticut, 
Ph.D. in clinical psychology from CSPP-Los Angeles, and completed post-doctoral 
training in neuropsychology at UCSD. Dr. Marcotte has served on the editorial boards of 
Neuropsychology and the Journal of the International Neuropsychological Society.

Role of Medical Marijuana During the Opioid Crisis
Jesse Lipnick, M.D .
Gainesville, FL

Regulatory Compliance and Medical Marijuana Research Programs 
Thomas D. Marcotte, Ph.D.
San Diego, CA

MEETING SPEAKERS
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MEETING SPEAKERS

Dr. Michelle Weiner is double board certified in Interventional Pain Management and 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation and is one of the Pain Physicians for Spine and 
Wellness Centers of America.  She completed her residency and fellowship training at 
the University of Miami. She is currently faculty at FLorida international FIU and Nova 
southeastern university. She has an IRB approved research project on using cannabis 
as a substitute for opioids in chronic pain.  She is an advocate for and a leader in the 
Florida Medicinal Cannabis industry. Dr. Weiner is passionate about educating the public 
and other medical professionals about the evidence supporting Cannabis, its benefits 
for a multitude of different conditions as well on the Endocannabinoid System. She 
individualizes medical cannabis treatments based on patient specific factors with the goal 
of maximizing quality of life, decreasing overall pharmaceutical use and side effects.  She 
is knowledgeable in diagnosing and treating vitamin and micronutrient deficiencies.  Dr. 
Weiner’s practice also treats spine and musculoskeletal pain as well as chronic migraines, 
performs ultrasound guided joint injections, uses platelet rich plasma (PRP) and stem 
cells and is well trained in aesthetic medicine.

Mark S. Chaet , MD is a Diplomate of the American Board of Surgery with a Certificate 
of Special Competence in Pediatric Surgery.  He received his Medical Degree from Emory 
University School of Medicine in Atlanta, Georgia.  He went on to perform a General 
Surgery Residency at the University of South Florida and completed his Fellowships at 
Riley Children’s Hospital at Indiana University and Cincinnati’s Children’s Hospital.  Dr. 
Chaet serves in a number of leadership roles in health care organizations including the 
Board of Directors for the American Medical Marijuana Physicians Association and 
President of the Independent Physicians Network.  He lectures nationwide on opioid 
reduction techniques for acute pain management 

Evidence Based Use of Medical Marijuana for Anxiety Related Disorders 
Michelle Weiner, D.O .
Miami, FL

Hemp CBD, Medical Marijuana CBD, and Medical Marijuana- Is there a Difference? 
Mark Chaet, M.D .
Orlando, FL

Jerzy P. Szaflarski, M.D., Ph.D. joined the University of Alabama at Birmingham 
Department of Neurology in the fall of 2013 as a Professor and as the Director of the 
Division of Epilepsy. He also directs the Level IV UAB Epilepsy Center. Dr. Szaflarski 
received his M.D. and Ph.D. from Collegium Medicum of the Nicolaus Copernicus 
University in Torun, Poland. He then completed a neurology residency and later a 
fellowship in Clinical Neurophysiology and Epilepsy at University of Cincinnati. 
Dr. Szaflarski initiated his research career with a fellowship at the Medical College 
of Wisconsin in the laboratory of Dr. Jeffrey R. Binder, where he studied functional 
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) acquisition and analysis.

New Research into Seizure Disorders and Medical Marijuana 
Jerzy Szaflarski, M.D., Ph.D.
Birmingham, AL
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Mrs. Crider was born and reared in Mt. Vernon, KY. She graduated from Duke University 
with a Bachelor of Arts in History in 1995 and received her J.D. from the University of 
Kentucky College of Law in 1998. After graduation from law school, Cynthia worked in 
doing tobacco litigation defense. She also worked for over 10 years with her father, William 
D. Gregory in Mt. Vernon, KY, as a general practicing attorney.

Mrs. Crider moved to Florida and became licensed to practice in 2012. She is licensed 
to practice in is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, the Federal District 
Court in the Eastern District of Kentucky, the Federal District Court Middle District of 
Florida, and has been a Kentucky certified domestic relations mediator for over 15 years.

In addition to general law practice Mrs. Crider has experience in the areas of Trusts 
and Estates, Elder Law, Entertainment Law, Complex Transactional Law, Physician 
Contract Negotiation, Physician Business Planning, LLC Formation And Organization. 
Representative clients include EB-5 projects and clients seeking EB-5 Immigration 
status, SBIR Grant Application, and franchise negotiations. As the spouse and sibling 
of physicians, Cynthia is attuned to the special circumstances presented by physician 
contracts and the need for asset planning and protection for an entire career.

Dr. Miguel de la Garza is a board-certified physician who practices multidisciplinary 
interventional pain management in four offices in the Tampa Bay area. He performs 
interventional pain procedures, specializing in minimally invasive surgical decompression 
and/or fusion of herniated discs and spinal stenosis, implantable intrathecal pumps, spinal 
cord stimulation, and peripheral nerve stimulation. Dr. de la Garza has published numerous 
research papers and abstracts and has presented at regional and national academic 
conferences. He has lectured on the topics of anesthesia, interventional pain medicine, 
addiction, medical cannabis both nationally and internationally. He is also a consultant for 
numerous pharmaceutical and medical device companies and is a teaches interventional 
techniques for medical procedures. He is the current Vice President of the Florida Society 
of Interventional Pain Physicians, having received the service award in first year of being 
a board member. He has testified to Florida Medicaid Formulary Committee on the topics 
of opioid abuse, abuse deterrence and appropriate measures to fight opioid abuse, misuse 
and diversion; several abuse deterrent molecules became preferred and non-abuse deterrent 
formulations were eliminated. Expert testimony on similar topics to state of Florida House 
and Senate helped enact laws ensuring parity of ADOs and non ADOs. He has

also provided written correspondence to FDA subcommittees on topics of Abuse 
Deterrent Formulation standards. He is a member of Florida Society for Interventional 
Pain Physicians and Florida Medical Association Political Action Committee Boards. 
He is contributing author and editor for pain components of CME course and textbook: 
“Essential Elements of Personalized Analgesic Medicine.” CME course is provided by LP3 
Network internationally in United States, Canada and Australia, subsidiary of Medisca 
International. He a medical advisory board member of Aeon Health Care.

Current Legal Guidelines and Practice Management for Physicians 
Cynthia Gregory Crider, Esq  
Clermont, FL

Current Dosing Strategies for Medical Marijuana and Chronic Pain 
Miguel De La Garza, M.D.
Comprehensive Pain Management Partners
New Port Richey, Tampa, Dade City, Venice Florida

MEETING SPEAKERS
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MEETING SPEAKERS

After spending several years in central Florida working as an EMT/P, Dr. Rosado realized 
his passion for the medical profession. He started chiropractic school at Life College in 
Marietta, GA where he graduated with a BS degree in Clinical Nutrition and a doctor of 
chiropractic degree.

After practicing for several years, he went on to Universidad Central del Este, in San 
Pedro de Macoris where in 2001 he graduated with his medical degree. After working as 
physician and clinic Director in Salt Lake City, UT, team physician for the Costa Rican 
Institute of Recreation and Sports, and staff physician at Hospital Metropolitano in San 
Juan, PR; Dr. Rosado relocated back to Florida. In 2005 Dr. Rosado completed his MBA 
in Health Care Management from University of Phoenix.

Once back in Florida, he worked as the Director of the Communicable Disease Division/ 
Epidemiology and immunization departments as well as the Sr. Lead Physician at ST. 
Johns County Health Department. Dr. Rosado then moved on to Tricounty Hospital 
in Williston, FL to be the medical director, and also worked in a private practice with 
the Institute of Medical and Cardiovascular Excellence (IME/ICE) in Williston and The 
Villages providing primary and functional/regenerative care. Upon resigning from both 
Tricounty Hospital and ICE, he has worked as a physician at the North FL Evaluation and 
Treatment Center in Gainesville, FL, Pinellas County Jail in Clearwater, FL, Escambia 
County Jail in Pensacola, FL, North East Family Health Source in Pierson, Deltona and 
Deland, FL, Genesis Family Practice in Orange City, FL and Comprehensive Health 
Center in Orlando, FL.

In 2015 Dr. Rosado took both the Florida Physicians Cannabis Course and the Florida 
Cannabis Medical Directors Course.

Presently, he is practicing in Ormond Beach, FL (East Volusia County), providing 
General Medicine services, Suboxone Therapy and Medical Cannabis recommendations 
in a high volume pain management clinic to patients that have been and/or are on opiates 
and want to be “weaned off of ” opiates; and, on a monthly basis volunteers at Shepherd’s 
Hope Community Clinics in Central Florida.

Autism: Does Medical Marijuana Help?  
Joseph Rosado, M.D., M.B.A.
Orlando, FL
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Dr. Bone is board certified in Obstetrics & Gynecology by the American Board of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology. She received her medical degree from Albany Medical College 
and completed a residency at George Washington University Hospital. She now resides in 
South Florida with her husband and four children.

Dr. Bone is a national speaker on hereditary cancer syndromes and writes a column for 
the Palm Beach Post Health. She actively practices gynecologic surgery with expertise in 
minimally-invasive laparoscopic surgery, menopause, cancer risk assessment, solutions 
and support. 

Care Philosophy

Dr. Bone prides herself on combining a down-to-earth bedside manner with cutting-
edge clinical skills. She believes that listening well to your patients is the key to making a 
diagnosis and best outcomes are obtained by applying a common-sense approach to each 
woman’s problem. Dr .Bone embraces integrative medicine, often using both traditional 
and non-traditional solutions to gynecologic issues. She is affable, available, approachable, 
and able - the 4 “A”s of an excellent doctor.

Establishing the Standard of Care and Good Clinical Practice in a  
Medical Marijuana Clinic – Revisited  
Melanie Bone, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Atlantis, FL

MEETING SPEAKERS

Dr. Laszlo Mechtler is Professor of Neurology and Oncology at the State University of New 
York at Buffalo. He is UCNS certified in Neuroimaging, Neuro-Oncology and Headache 
Medicine. Dr. Mechtler is the Medical Director of the Dent Neurologic Institute. His 
training includes institutions such as MD Anderson and the State University of New 
York at Buffalo. He completed his Neuroimaging fellowship at the Dent Neurologic 
Institute in 1990. He is a past president of the American Society of Neuroimaging (ASN) 
and the Hungarian Medical Association of America (HMAA). He was the guest editor 
of the 2009 and 2014 edition of Neurology Clinics on ‘Neuroimaging’ and is currently 
working on the 2020 edition. He was also the guest editor of the 2008 and 2016 edition 
of Continuum on ‘Neuroimaging’. He sits on the Executive Committee for BrainPAC 
through the American Academy of Neurology (AAN) and is part of a State Athletic 
Commission Medical Advisory Board, appointment by Governor Cuomo (New York). He 
is currently participating in numerous clinical trials, which include neuroimaging research 
for traumatic brain injury, migraines, as well as brain tumors. Dr. Mechtler is publishing 
some of the first major retrospective research trials on Medical Marijuana in Headaches 
and other neurologic disorders. Dr. Mechtler lectures both nationally and internationally 
and is recognized as a leader in the fields of Neuroimaging, Headache Medicine, Medical 
Cannabis and Neuro-Oncology. He is the Director of the DENT Cannabis Clinic, which 
has over 5,000 patients certified through the NYS MMJ program.

Medical Marijuana for Migraines, Brain Trauma, Spinal Cord Injury  
and Neurodegenerative Disorders  
Laszlo Mechtler, M.D., F.A.A.N., F.A.S.N. 
DENT Neurologic Institute
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MEETING SPEAKERS

Dr. Suzanne Sisley, MD joined forces with her mother, Hanna Sisley, MD, a family 
practice physician to develop a thriving private practice in the inner city of Phoenix. 
They are reportedly the only mother-daughter MD-physician team in Arizona. Dr. 
Sisley transitioned to her full-time TELEMEDICINE practice starting in 2009, where 
she employs a full array of telecommunications technology to continue delivering high-
quality medical care to populations across rural/underserved areas of Arizona. Sue is an 
Institutional Member of the American Telemedicine Association and serves on the ATA’s 
Legislative and Policy Committee. She frequently presents at ATA International Meetings 
focusing on research Using Telemedicine to provide Addiction Treatment in Rural AZ. Sue 
also serves as Clinical Faculty at St. Joseph’s Hospital and Medical Center at the MercyCare 
Adult Medicine Clinic for indigent patients.

Dr. Henry attended medical school at Ross University School of Medicine in the 
West Indies.  After completing a residency in Family Medicine at the Mayo Clinic in 
Jacksonville, he went on to specialize in Sports Medicine and completed his fellowship 
training at John Peter Smith in Fort Worth, TX. Dr. Henry’s area of expertise is in treating 
musculoskeletal pain using ultrasound and fluoroscopically guided procedures. He is a 
member of the American Academy of Family Physicians, the American Medical Society 
for Sports Medicine and the American Society of Interventional Pain Physicians.

Medical Marijuana Formulation - Smokable Products, Drops, Tinctures, Tablets,  
Capsules, Suppositories and Topicals 
Sue Sisley, M.D.
Phoenix, AZ

Inflammatory Bowel Diseases and Medical Marijuana 
Joshua Henry, M.D.
St Augustine, FL

For more than three decades, Barry Gordon M.D. built a career working on the front lines 
of the American health care system. 

After years of seeing the same faces and resurrecting the same addicts daily in Ohio 
emergency rooms, he thought there had to be a better way. 

Today, Florida is just one of 30 states that recognize the medicinal value of marijuana for 
the relief of symptoms associated everything from neurological illness to chemotherapy. 

Dr. Barry, as he is affectionately known, is at the forefront of the medical cannabis 
movement.  

Medical Marijuana Treatment Updates with HIV and other Infectious Diseases  
Barry Gordon, M.D.
Venice, FL
Chief Medical Officer, Compassionate Cannabis Clinic
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MEETING AGENDA
October 12–14, 2018 | Orlando, Florida

OCTOBER 12, 2018- FRIDAY

OCTOBER 13, 2018 – SATURDAY

6:30AM	 Registration & Check-In Open
7:00-7:45AM	 Breakfast and Product Theater
7:45-8:00AM	 Welcome Address  

Orlando Florete Jr, M.D. 
AMMPA President 
Jacksonville, FL

8:00-8:45AM	 Medical Marijuana…Past Present and 
Future 
Mark Hashim, M.D. 
Tampa, FL

8:45-9:30AM	 Medical Marijuana Pharmacology  
Orlando Florete Jr, M.D. 
Jacksonville, FL

9:30-10:15AM	 Understanding the Endocannabinoid 
System 
Lora L. Brown, M.D. 
Access Marijuana RX, Medical Director	
St Petersburg, FL

10:15-10:45AM	 Break
10:45-11:30AM	 Medical Versus Recreational 

Marijuana  
Gladstone McDowell, M.D. 
Columbus, OH

11:30-12:00AM	 Q & A with Panel of Experts 
Orlando Florete, M.D. 
Lora L. Brown, M.D. 
Gladstone McDowell, M.D. 
Mark Hashim, M.D. 
Nicholas Bottaro, DO 
Raphael Bones, M.D.

12:00-1:00PM	 Company Sponsored Lunch and 
Product Presentation 
MedMen, Inc.

1:00-1:45PM	 The Business of Medical Marijuana 
for Physicians in 2018 
Lawton Tang, M.D.   
Pasadena, CA

1:45-2:30PM	 Legal Aspects of Medical Marijuana 
- A National Overview  
Elizabeth D. Shaw, Esq. 
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL

2:30-3:15PM	 Role of Medical Marijuana During 
the Opioid Crisis 
Jesse Lipnick, M.D. 
Gainesville, FL

3:15-3:45PM	 Break
3:45-4:30PM	 The Changing Landscape in Medical 

Cannabis Research Regulation 
Thomas D. Marcotte, PhD 
San Diego, CA

4:30-5:00PM	 How Products are Made – Plant to 
Shelf 
Ken Brummel-Smith, M.D. 
Tallahassee, FL

5:00-5:30PM	 Production & Manufacturing - Q & 
A with Panel of Experts 
Ken Brummel-Smith, M.D.

5:30-7:00PM	 Cocktail Reception  
Sponsored by Trulieve 
Location: Palm Patio

7:00-7:45AM	 Company Sponsored Breakfast and 
Product Presentation

8:00-8:45AM 	 New Research into Seizure Disorders 
and Medical Marijuana  
Jerzy Szaflarski, M.D., Ph.D. 
Birmingham, AL 

8:45-9:30AM	 Evidence Based Use of Medical 
Marijuana for Anxiety Related 
Disorders  
Michelle Weiner, D.O. 
Miami, FL

9:30-10:15AM	 Hemp CBD, and Medical Marijuana- 
What’s the difference? 
Mark Chaet, M.D. 
Orlando, FL 

10:15-10:45AM	 Break
10:45-11:30AM	 2018 Update on the State of Medical 

Marijuana in the United States  
Gladstone McDowell, M.D. 
Columbus, OH
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OCTOBER 13, 2018 – SATURDAY, CONTINUED

OCTOBER 14, 2018 – SUNDAY

11:30-12:00PM	 Lab Testing - Q & A with Panel of 
Experts 
Michelle Weiner, D.O. 
Cynthia Brewer, EVIO Labs 
Nicholas Bottaro, D.O. 
Raphael Bones, M.D. 
Mark Chaet, M.D.

12:00-1:00PM	 Corporate Sponsored Lunch and 
Product Presentation 
Knox Medical, Inc.

1:00-1:45PM	 Current Legal Guidelines and 
Practice Management for Physicians  
Cynthia Gregory Crider, Esq. 
Clermont, FL

1:45-2:15PM	 Medical Marijuana and Cancer 
Lora L. Brown, M.D. 
Access Marijuana RX, Medical 
Director 
St Petersburg, FL

2:15-3:00PM	 Current Dosing Strategies for Medical 
Marijuana and Chronic Pain  
Miguel De La Garza, M.D. 
New Port Richey, FL

3:00-3:30PM	 Break
3:30-4:15PM	 Autism: Does Medical Marijuana Help? 

Joseph Rosado, M.D., M.B.A. 
Orlando, FL

4:15-5:00PM	 Medical Marijuana for Migraines, 
Brain Trauma, Spinal Cord Injury and 
Neurodegenerative Disorders  
Laszlo Mechtler, M.D. 
Amherst, NY

5:00-5:30PM	 Qualifying Conditions - Q and A with 
Panel of Experts 
Miguel De La Garza, M.D. 
Laszlo Mechtler, M.D. 
Joseph Rosado, M.D., M.B.A. 
Lora L. Brown, M.D. 
Michelle Weiner, D.O.

7:00-7:45AM 	 Company Sponsored Breakfast and 
Product Presentation

8:00-8:45AM	 Medical Marijuana Formulation 
- Smokable Products, Drops, 
Tinctures, Tablets, Capsules, 
Suppositories and Topicals  
Sue Sisley, M.D. 
Phoenix, AZ

8:45-9:30AM	 Inflammatory Bowel Diseases and 
Medical Marijuana  
Joshua Henry, M.D. 
St Augustine, FL

9:30-10:00AM	 Break
10:00-10:45AM	 Medical Marijuana Treatment 

Updates with HIV and other 
Infectious Diseases  
Barry Gordon, M.D. 
Venice, FL

10:45-11:30AM	 Establishing the Standard of Care and 
Good Clinical Practice in a Medical 
Marijuana Clinic – Revisited   
Melanie Bone, M.D., F.A.C.O.G. 
Atlantis, FL

11:30-12:00PM	 Cannabis in Your Practice - Q and A 
with Panel of Experts 
Sue Sisley, M.D. 
Melanie Bone, M.D., F.A.C.O.G. 
Barry Gordon, M.D. 
Nicholas Bottaro, D.O. 
Raphael Bones, M.D. 
Joshua Henry, M.D.
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Thank you ...
AMMPA would like to thank the following companies for their support of the  
2018 Annual Conference.

DIAMOND SPONSOR EMERALD  SPONSOR

GOLD  SPONSORSPLATINUM  SPONSORS

EXHIBITORS
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EXHIBITOR OVERVIEW

Trulieve 
Trulieve is Florida’s first Medical Cannabis 
organization. We put patients first with 13 statewide 
dispensaries and next day delivery. We offer the largest 
and most diverse product line and strive to be an 
industry leader in cultivation, processing, distribution 
and customer service.

MedMen Enterprises 
MedMen Enterprises is a leading cannabis company 
in the U.S. with assets and operations across the 
country including California, Florida (coming soon), 
New York, and Nevada. MedMen brings expertise 
and capital to the cannabis industry and is one of the 
nation’s largest financial supporters of progressive 
marijuana laws. 

Knox Medical 
Knox is a Florida-based medical cannabis company 
with a commitment to ensuring patients can access 
high-quality, consistent and safe medical marijuana. 
Our products pass rigorous purity standards and 
analytical testing via our state-of-the-art laboratory, 
to ensure consistently exceeds industry standards. 
Through innovation and meticulous attention to 
detail, Knox is establishing a new level of excellence in 
the cannabis industry.

Surterra Wellness 
Surterra Wellness is guided by the principle that our 
loved ones should be able to pursue the safest, most 
naturally-derived treatments to empower their health 
and well-being. By extracting and refining the THC 
and CBD cannabinoids, combining them into exact 
ratios, and reintroducing targeted terpene profiles for 
desired effects, Surterra Wellness is pioneering the 
next generation of cannabis-derived medicine.

Alternate Health 
Alternate Health is a diversified healthcare company 
operating through a network of subsidiaries that 
share proprietary, highly secure cloud based software 
solutions to improve efficiencies and protect patient 
data.  Our services include practice management 
and controlled substance management software, 
blood analysis and toxicology labs, clinical research, 
continuing education programs, nutraceutical 
products, and security and control services to the 
emerging medical cannabis industry. The goal of 
Alternate Health is to continue to lead the traditional 

medical and the medical cannabis industry with 
effective, legal products & services that will provide a 
platform for improving & advancing patient outcomes 
with operational efficiencies, education, product 
development and network-driven data results.

Arfinnmed.com  
Arfinnmed.com is a collaborative input and output 
data sharing resource by and for medical professionals. 
This patent pending portal allows professionals to input 
treatment methods and outcomes. Users obtain efficacy 
reports statistically inferable on treatment effectiveness, 
with specificity of dosage, delivery method and other 
information for patient medical conditions.

Cannabis News Florida 
CANNABIS NEWS FLORIDA is an online publication 
with a monthly feature in South Florida Hospital 
News & Healthcare Report, a print publication for the 
professional healthcare community. We provide both 
local and national news from leading authorities about 
medical and business developments in the medical 
cannabis industry. CANNABIS NEWS FLORIDA offers 
customized email distribution to Physicians in all cities 
and zip codes in the State of Florida.

CannaMD  
CannaMD is a medical marijuana clinic that specializes 
in qualifying Florida patients to receive medical cannabis 
treatment. Focused on evidence-based application 
of medicinal cannabis research, CannaMD offers a 
streamlined pre-qualification process, allowing patients 
to spend more quality time with physicians. CannaMD 
is committed to helping Florida patients receive 
compassionate care.

Curaleaf 
Curaleaf strives to be the safest and most trusted 
medical cannabis company by offering the best quality 
products and delivering exceptional patient experiences.  
Curaleaf provides the highest standards of cannabinoid 
based products in a compassionate and knowledgeable 
environment.

EsseCann 
EsseCann, LLC was started by Liz Zucco and Brenda 
Newman in the fall of 2017. EsseCann strives to provide 
the highest quality hemp derived CBD available, at prices 
that patients can afford.
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Sourced from high quality, Colorado hemp, EsseCann 
provides a full line of Tinctures, Creams, Crumbles and 
high dose products for specific needs. Our CBD is always 
full spectrum, third party lab tested, and easy to use and 
understand.

When you think you can’t, think EsseCann. 

Florida for Care 
Florida for Care is a Non Profit 501C(4) founded in 2014 
to advocate for the implementation of a strong, well-
regulated, medical marijuana system. FFC works for best 
practices to be put in place for patients, physicians, and 
operations overall. FFC organizes to provide research, 
expert opinions, and feedback on a wide range of 
medical marijuana issues and tries to speak on behalf 
of what will help patients and physicians when they 
cannot. The organization is supported by legal experts, 
patient advocates, health experts, business leaders, and 
government representatives as a resource in policy 
development.

GrowHealthy 
GrowHealthy produces premier-quality, all-natural 
medical cannabis products.  Guided by industry best-
practices and an unwavering commitment to quality, 
purity, and safety, we provide products that offer relief to 
medical patients across the Sunshine State.

Liberty Health Sciences  
Liberty Health Sciences is the cannabis provider 
committed to providing a trusted, high quality cannabis 
experience because of our genuine care for all cannabis 
users and a focus on operational excellence from seed to 
sale and beyond. 

MagMutual Insurance Company 
For more than 30 years, MagMutual has served as 
a trusted advisor and strategic ally to thousands 
of physicians and hospitals. Today we offer the 
best resources in patient safety, expert defense and 
comprehensive solutions for professional liability 
insurance. Our Policy Owners receive exceptional 
service, financial strength, dividends, rewards and more.

SET-UP: 
Thursday, October 11

3:00 to 6:00 pm

SHOW HOURS:
Friday, October 12

7:00-8:00 am (Breakfast)
10:15–10:45 am (Break)
12:00-1:00 pm (Lunch)
3:15-3:45 pm (Break)

Saturday, October 13 
7:00 am to 8:00 am (Breakfast)
10:15 am to 10:45 am (Break)
12:00 pm to 1:00 pm (Lunch)
3:00 pm to 3:30 pm (Break)

Sunday, October 14 
7:00 am to 8:00 am (Breakfast)

9:30 am to 10 am (Break)

BREAK DOWN:
Sunday, October 14 

10:30 am

EXHIBIT SHOW HOURS





Palm Bay
295 Minton Rd NE
Palm Bay, FL 32907

North Palm Beach
11575 US Highway 1 
North Palm Beach, FL 33408

Lakeland 
1222 S. Florida Ave.
Lakeland, FL 33803

New Port Richey 
4218 US Highway 19 
New Port Richey, FL 34652

Pensacola
5046 Bayou Blvd. Suite 2
Pensacola, FL 32503

North Port
14906 Tamiami Tral
North Port, FL 34287

Deltona
1200 Deltona Blvd. Suite 2
Deltona, FL 32725

Orlando
1743 S. Orange Ave. #102
Orlando, FL 32806

Miami Beach
1523 Alton Rd.
Miami Beach, FL 33139

Port Orange
3665 S. Clyde Morris Blvd.
Port Orange, FL 32129

Jacksonville
537 Park Street
Jacksonville, FL 32204

Tampa
2558 E. Fowler Ave.
Tampa, FL 33612

Tallahassee
1639 Village Square Blvd.
Tallahassee, FL 32309

Orange Park 
80 Blanding Blvd, Suite 3
Orange Park, FL. 32073

St. Petersburg 
2001 4th Street N.
St. Petersburg, FL. 33704

Largo
10761 Ulmerton Rd.
Largo, FL 33778

Surterra Wellness Center Locations

Coming Soon

 Veterans Discount

FREE
state wide delivery service

Delivery Service
.................................................................................. .........................................

 on your first purchase 
of $100 or more

OFF
$50
First Time Patients

your entire purchase

15 %OFF

For more information, visit surterra.com 
or contact our Surterra Wellness Line at (850) 710-2145

Our mission is to empower you with the safest,
most natural cannabis-derived products possible

as you pursue health and wellbeing.

........................................................................................
DIFFERENTLY

Featured in
Newsweek Magazine 

Bloomberg
Wall Street JournalC
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PREMIUM DISPENSARIES



1215 East Robinson Street |  Orlando, FL 32801
407.917.0887

Email: medicalmarijuanaphysicians@gmail.com 
www.ammpa.net 

@MMJDocAssoc @MMJDocAssocMMJDocAssoc


